
F R O M  T H E  W A R  F I E L D  
T O  A  F I E L D  O F  S H E E P

D O T  R A N C H ,  A  V E T E R A N ' S  J O U R N E Y



I R A Q ,  2 0 0 3

• The values of sheep, 
women, and war. 

• "Them ain't shoats, 
private" 

• Life brings catastrophes 
and blessings, sometimes 
in the same basket.





W E L L ,  W E  B O U G H T  T H E  FA R M

N O W  W H AT ?  



A  T R A D I T I O N  O F  S U R V I VA L ,  C R A I G S L I S T,  
A N D  T H E  U N E X P E C T E D  S H E E P.  

F R O M  O N E  D E S E R T  T O  A N O T H E R



R O U G H  
B E G I N N I N G S  

• Most capital tied up with 
land purchase 

• Few animals to choose 
from 

• Few mentors available 

• Little resources for 
beginning farmer with zero 
management experience 



– S H E E P  I S  L I F E ,  A  N AVA J O  P R O V E R B

“Dibé be íiná” 



A  C H A N G E  I N  T H E  T I D E
T H E  G R A N T  T H AT  A LT E R E D  E V E R Y T H I N G  







A D V I C E  F O R  
N E W  FA R M E R S

• Use your peers 

• Farming has a fierce 
learning curve 

• Embrace adaptability and 
resilience 

• Read before you buy 

• Expect to be humbled



O N  T H E  M E A S U R E S  
O F  S U C C E S S  A N D  
FA I L U R E  

• As women, we are assumed to 
be many things we are not.  

• You are not frail, you are not 
weak, and you are not 
incapable.  

• Knowing your strengths is more 
important than tracking your 
mistakes. 

• Farming is full of failure, but this 
does not make YOU a failure



– J O H N N Y  A P P L E S E E D

PERSISTENCE PAYS ALL




